= v ] - L] e | | -
1 ] [
SEE AND BE SEEN DON'T GET DOORED
Situation Situation
A car pulls out of a A driver parks and swings open the
driveway or side street, car door into the street, hitting a
- into a bike's path. cyclist or forcing him to swerve.
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What to do What to do
Bike: Use a flashing head- Car: Bikes blend Bike: Ride far enough to  Car: Look
light, wear bright clothes in. Take an extra > the left of a row of parked  in your side
and keep a wary eye out moment to look 1 *". cars that a door can't hit ~ and rear-
for inattentive drivers at for them. If you're ol = E you. Look for lights or view mirrors
intersections. And don't hug backing up, inch out o ] somecne moving inside as  before slowly
the curb; riding away from it into the roadway L= \ﬂ clues that they might be  opening the
will make you more noticeable.  and tap your horn. l about to open the door. door,
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SHUN SIDEWALKS (etistis) KEEP YOUR LANE e
Situation S Situation L
Cyclist riding on a sidewalk is - Bike weaves betwun the parking o
hit while crossing the street. 3,
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What to do il St
: What to do
Bike: Yes, it's usually legal Car: It's
to ride on the sidewalk, but  generally legal Bike: Keepa Car: Assume a bike could ". - _(h ]
it can be hazardous. It's for bikes to ride ‘straight path, dart into your lane. Leave
best to get off your bike at  on the sidewalk, be consistent and at least a 3-foot buffer
intersections and walk so be aware predictable. Use between your car and the
across. Or seek quieter they may ride a rear-view bike bike, and, where available,
routes where you can out into the mirror to spot move as far to the left as v ﬁ
safely ride on the street. crosswalk, approaching traffic. is safely possible, I.' '::
WATCH FOR THE RIGHT HOOK AT USE CARE PASSING
Situation Situation
ssssssssses
Car turns right, Cyclist gets buzzed or pinched
cutting off or by passing cars, loses control.
hitting the cyclist. )
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< What to do What to do
Bike: Make eye contact with the driver Car: Check your blind spot Bike: When there's not enough room  Car: When passing,
next to you at intersections. Or consider and passenger-side mirror, to ride safely on the side of the road, give bikes at least
stopping behind cars in line, rather than and always use turn signals. move into the traffic lane to take a 3 feet of space.
using the bike lane. Don't overtake Be especially aware when safer position and assert your right to Also, consider
slow-moving vehicles on the right. turning right across a bike lane. be there. Or seek calmer streets. slowing down.
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STATE LAW says that in most situations, Here are a few of the best ways to bike — Recommended 3 A
cyclists have the same rights — and the same into downtown Seattle and to the Eastside. = Not recommended ol ¥,
responsibilities — as drivers. That means
cyclists must stop at traffic lights and stop T
signs; it also means they can “take the lane” o . ~
when it's safer to ride there. F ; Redmond
HEE Ballard/Fremont/UW FrocuSeehdll aad
I Ride the mostly-finished Burke- ol il
s jj Gilman Trail; watch for side SAnAMER Fiver -l Ti o
Green . to Red d then th Leary Way M.E.
ff you drive a car ' Loke streets and rails. Skip the Ballard 52;;;“3‘1 iE ar:rnWa: ter
Bridge and cross at the Fremont |
O Use your turn signals, and make eye contact with cyclists at Hiridas 1o, Dekas Auanve Horth Northeast, and
intersections. Boflard QXP%Q M. 45th S1. g " J | continue to Microsoft
d Overlake.
&> Know when to yield. Drivers must stop at intersections to allow FREMONT _2 gkt / Mo
pedestrians and bicyclists to cross.,
0 Give cyclists plenty of room when passing. They may need extra Microsaft
space to aveid debris, potholes, slippery surfaces, grates or rails. e .
&> Know that bikes have a right to pick the safest path. For example, Union OVERLAKE
a cyclist may join the traffic lane, or choose to use the left-turn lane g
to safely cross at an intersection. -
0 Be compassionate. Remember, yvou're driving a big, heavy car, and LY L b First Eﬂ”ﬂﬂp itol Hill
most cyelists are doing their best. Don't let the ones with an attitude Banchard SI. ; F Take 12th or 14th avenues fram Yesler
turn you against the others. % - Way to hospitals, Seattle University
-\'n|= v Lake and Seattle Central Community
- e, i Washington College. These routes avoid dangerous
e L | P 5t 23rd Avenue and crowded Broadway.
Je=="" Alaskan Wiy 5. - /
If you ride a bike E
O Ee visible. Use a headlight and at least one red rear light after dark. WEST E SEA Mercer
Lights also make you much more visible in the morning and late SEATTLE Island
afternoon, and on overcast days. For extra visibility, wear bright -
clothes, reflective bands or a reflective triangle. Always wear a ] z
helmet. On children's and recumbent bicycles, add an orange flag. A
\ T
0 Yield to pedestrians at intersections, and ring a bell or give . Southeast Seattle I-90 crossing
a verbal warning when passing on sidewalks and paths. West Seattle ;“‘“" . Take Renton Avenue West of the Mount
0 Communicate with drivers. Make eye contact at intersections, Cross the low-level bridge, % - South and adjacent Baker bike tunnel,
and use hand signals when turning, changing lanes or stopping. following the bike trail to AL T north-sowuth streets, turn right at
: : . i he new Chief Sealth Hiawatha Place
Pick the safest path. Cyclists may ride on a trail, bike lane, waterfront East Marginal o t ;
shoulder or trove line, whichever I safest. For example, Way, continue to Yesler. Or, = Jf=R, Wt Rescon SOUH L0 Eacly SORCK
you're going the same speed as traffic, you may be safer moving take the Alki Beach trail and Avenue South, instead Dearborn Street,
into the car lane, the Elliott Bay Water Taxi. of Martin Luther King Jr. which has bike lanes
. : Take Western Avenue Way or Rainier to the International
Have fun. You're the one getting exercise, saving money and being '
kind to the planet. Don't let a few honks spoil your day. Lth"':"'“-‘h downtown. P . : o Avenue South. District,

© Get a bike map, links to routes and more information on bicycle commuting at seattletimes.com



